


DODO
The dodo was a flightless bird that was about 
the size of a turkey. It lived only on the island 
of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean, where the 
tropical climate ensured it had plenty of food 
all year round. 

It was a chubby animal that probably had a big appetite. In fact, 
it gathered any kind of food it could find, including seeds, bulbs 
and fallen fruit, and even mollusks that it found on the beach 
and crabs that it had to chase to catch. 

FEMALES BUILT THEIR NESTS ON THE GROUND AND 
HAD NO NEED TO PROTECT THEM SINCE THERE 
WERE NO NATURAL PREDATORS IN THEIR HABITAT. 

DODOS LAID ONLY 
ONE EGG AT A 
TIME INSIDE 
THE NEST.

IT LIVED ONLY 
ON THE ISLAND 
OF MAURITIUS 
IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. 
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SCIENTIFIC NAME: 

Raphus cucullatus

DIET: omnivore

LENGTH: 29.5 inches (75 cm)

DISAPPEARED: 300 years ago

CAUSES: hunting and competition from 

other species introduced by humans

THEY ATE ANYTHING AND EVERYTHING!
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